INTRODUCTION.

This final instalment of the Diary covers a
period of just over a year, from January 1760,
to the diarist's death on January 12, 1761.
But for the first two months of the year we
have a record of ten days only ; and though
from March 1 to September 24 the Diary runs
without any material break, it there comes to
an abrupt conclusion, and the notes of January
10 to 12 of the following year, recording Pillai
Avargal's final illness are by another hand,
probably that of his nephew. For the greater
part of the present volume, the text on which
the translation rests is no longer ihat of the
Madras transcript, but that of the original
Diary, unearthed by M. Singaravelou, now
Conservateur of the Pondichery archives, to
whom the editor is greatly indebted for much
information and assistance. Nor can this
work bo concluded without cordially grateful
acknowledgments t)f the help afforded by
Mr. B. Venkatarama Ayyar, the editor's assist-
ant in the Madras Record Office, in preparing
the second half of the Diary for the Press.

For some years, as the patient reader will
remember, the diarist had exhibited signs of
failing health. At the beginning of 1760 he